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ABSTRACT:

Over the last twenty years, numerous essays (theoretical and empirical) have been published on the
sociology of Europe and of cosmopolitanism. In contrast, research on possible ties between the two
has been more rare.

If cosmopolitan sociology can be considered as an attempt to understand how individuals, social
groups and institutions deal with the challenges of ever more transnational social processes, then the
European issue can be fully inserted within such an approach. On the two distinct planes of sociali-
sation of individuals and of their governance, Europe represents in miniature a field of observation
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of the ways in which citizens and institutions are dealing with situations that require conceptual
frameworks and analyses of social reality that go beyond the traditional sociology of Nation-States.
It might therefore be opportune to attempt to understand such transnational dynamics by examining
how internal and external, political and symbolic borders uniting groups (from micro- to macro-
scales) become nowadays paradoxically ever more open and ever more closed. In Gerard Delanty’s
view, «the cosmopolitanism imagination occurs when and wherever new relations between self,
other and world develop in moments of openness».

This Special Issue aims to show that the cosmopolitan perspective embraces such dynamics. Europe
can be defined as cosmopolitan when it is observed that: a) European citizens interact with and re-
late to one another (despite their origins or their nationality within or outside Europe) in such a way
that neither ego nor alter are assimilated to something resembling a totalising unity (unicum); b) na-
tional states act not only in defence of their cultural and ethnic borders, but enhance the individual
as such, without neglecting explicit reference to culture and local/national senses of belonging and
the concomitant social ties proper to the nation-state; ¢) Europe acts as a political supra-national en-
tity with greater responsibilities (compared to individual nations), and is called to act in terms of a
global player. A priority of Europe, as is well known, is that of safeguarding part of the European
spiritual heritage — human rights, pluralism, tolerance, laicité, social welfare policies, the welfare of
citizens, and so on.

Starting from these considerations, in this Special Issue, theoretical and empirical essays analysing
one of the following three dimensions will be presented: Firstly, observing and comprehending how
citizens live out simultaneously cosmopolitanism and ‘banal’ nationalism (e.g. considering them-
selves both national and supranational citizens), acting for instance, in conformity with a cosmopol-
itan logic that does not, however, exclude reference to the nation-state but rather, incorporates it in a
complementary manner with that of belonging to Europe. Secondly, in shifting the focus onto na-
tion-states it is opportune to grasp whether and to what extent they absolve their remit of guarantee-
ing freedom, justice, tolerance and ‘education’ in terms of cosmopolitan praxis, observing for ex-
ample, whether and to what extent they continue to act in terms of defending (culturally,politically,
and in other ways) their national borders. Thirdly, by increasing the scale of observation, the extent
and the ways in which Europe defends and promotes a cosmopolitan position through legislation
and actions in the world can be ascertained.
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